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• Prof. Dr. Jens Schmidt initiated the 

editorial at for the international 

myositis patient representatives

• Outlines among other things to raise 

awareness of myositis.

➢ Silke Schlüter suggested the 

implementation of a World 

Myositis Day.

• Other international patient 

representatives eager to forward on 

this.

History of the World Myositis Day - WMD



Who to contact for recognition through the WHO? 

• Silke contacted: The UN, the WHO & the German Minister of 

Health regularly & repeatedly for over a year

• No feedback: So, all patient representatives decided to celebrate 

the WMD on September 21 anyway and to forego recognition by 

the WHO for the time being.

(Official recognition by the WHO is still being pursued.)

History of the World Myositis Day - WMD

Which date? 

As National Myositis Awareness Day is celebrated in

the USA on September 21, every myositis patient

representative agreed on this date for the WMD.



A logo was needed now. What kind of logo should it be?

• Collecting ideas and suggestions 

• Forwarding through Ingrid de Groot and Christine Lowe to 

two graphic designers

• Voting on the drafts.

• Marc Bobolakis of Larkscapes Design (Australia) created 

the final logo. 

History of the World Myositis Day - WMD



Final Logo of the World Myositis Day - WMD



Dissemination via: 

• Webpages of the myositis patient groups 

• iMyoS Webpage 

• Instagram, Facebook, X, LinkedIn

• Newsletters

• Radio (Australia) 

Announcement of the World Myositis Day 2023



WE are considering for the future:

• Special myositis webinars

• Charity Runs 

• Interviews (Radio/TV)

• Special Myositis Podcasts 

• Poster advertising

• TV/Radio advertising 

• …

• …

Activities on the World Myositis Day - WMD



Activities on the World Myositis Day - WMD

What would YOU do?

Help us to raise awareness of  myositis worldwide. How can we 

increase impact for WMD?
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Thank you for your attention & support! 
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